
A file format is a way of encoding information within a computer file. A program or application must be 
able to recognise the file format in order to access the data within the file. 
Files in proprietary formats usually must be opened by the software in which they were created. 
Without a license to the software, is not possible to access the file.  

 
Data formats that conform to an agreed international standard are less likely to become obsolete, 
because a variety of software applications should be able to read them. 

The table below specified recommended archival formats for different files:
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