
Curriculum Vitae 

Karin Hakelius 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU), Department of Economics, Email: 
karin.hakelius@slu.se | Phone: +46 70 767 08 44 

Previous Employment: Employed at the Department of Economics, SLU, since 1989, initially 
appointed as a part-time research assistant (25%) in January 1989. Appointed as a Research Assistant  
September 1 1989, a position that was converted into a PhD-position from September 1 1991 to June 1 
1996. Employed as a Researcher from July 1 1996 to December 31 2001. 

Current Position: Senior Lecturer in Business Administration and Management (since January 1 
2002). 

Education: Master of Science in Agriculture (Agronomy), specialization in Economics (April 11 
1990), PhD in Agricultural Economics (May 29 1996) 

Administrative and Academic Appointments 
At the Department of Economics: Director of Studies (Undergraduate Level): 1997–1999, 2014–
2015, and October/November 2024 – June 2025, Deputy Director of Programme Studies: from July 1 
2025, Deputy Head of Department (responsible for undergraduate education strategy): July 1 2019 – 
June 30 2021, Head of Department: July 1 1999 – June 30 2008. 

At the Faculty of Natural Resources and Agricultural Sciences (NJ): Member of the Programme 
Board: from July 1 2019, Vice Chair: from July 1 2022 (Resigned from the Board as of July 1 2025 
due to appointment as Deputy Director of Programme Studies) 

At Central SLU Level: Member of the SLU Board: May 2020 – April 2023, Deputy Member: May 
2023 – April 2026. 

Research: My doctoral dissertation focused on Swedish farmers’ attitudes towards engagement in 
agricultural cooperative enterprises: why they become members, why they trade with cooperatives, 
and why they participate in democratic decision-making processes. Following my PhD, my research 
has focused on governance and board work in agricultural cooperatives. At ten-year intervals (1993, 
2003, 2013, and 2024), I have conducted large-scale surveys on Swedish farmers’ perceptions of 
democratic governance systems in agricultural cooperatives, both as voting members and as elected 
representatives. A research project approximately ten years ago examined the expectations and 
requirements placed on elected representatives at regional and national levels. My most recent study 
within this research field concerns mergers among agricultural cooperatives, with the Lantmännen 
merger in 2001 serving as an illustrative case. 

Together with a former colleague, I have published two articles on blockchain technology, see: What 
Is Blockchain? | IBM, including a systematic literature review and a study on the potential 
integration of blockchain technology with circular economy models. 

Since 2022, I have participated in two projects focusing on farmers’ psychosocial work environment 
and mental health. These projects began with systematic literature reviews, followed by a large-scale 
survey and focus group study on Swedish farmers’ mental health, finalized in March 2025. 

Teaching: I have been involved in teaching a wide range of courses in business administration since 
1989, including management accounting, business management, business research methods, 
introductory courses, courses in business administration for non-economists at SLU, and courses 

https://www.ibm.com/think/topics/blockchain
https://www.ibm.com/think/topics/blockchain


within the area focusing on agricultural science, which all agronomy students have to take. Since 
2010, I have served as Course Leader for the course on agricultural cooperatives. 

Since 2004, I have supervised approximately 80 Master’s theses and around 30 Bachelor’s theses, and 
have also served as examiner for theses on these levels during this period. 
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