


A Mapping of Rural and Regional 
Research in Sweden

13.00 – 13.05 : Waiting for everyone to join…
13.05 – 13.10 : A brief introduction to the governmental assignment
13.10 – 13.50 : Presentation of the survey results
13.50 – 14.00 : Burning Questions
14.00 – 14.15 : Breakout room discussions
14.15 – 14.30 : Next steps

Disclaimer: the seminar will be recorded and made available as a resource at 
https://www.slu.se/institutioner/stad-land/samverkan/uppdrag-landsbygd/

https://www.slu.se/institutioner/stad-land/samverkan/uppdrag-landsbygd/


Mission statement 

To strengthen research on ruralities through 
improved coordination and cooperation among 
actors conducting research in rural and regional 
development.  

Government bulletin 12/9



#1. Identify the field
An open and multidisciplinary field
Who are these researchers?
What themes/geographies do they investigate?
Who do they collaborate with other actoras?
Researcher database + online survey 
Analysis and visualisation of results

#2. Outreach to stakeholders
Rural development is an issue that affects the whole  
society.
How can societal actors get better access to this 
research? 
Dialogue with policymakers and stakeholders at   
national/regional/local levels 

#3. Support new cooperations
Seed money to engage researchers from different 
disciplies and organisations during 2020/21
Research network: up to 120 tSEK
Research conference: up to 200 tSEK
1st call in Feb -> 5 out of 9 proposals financed
2nd call in April : 5 out of 6.    ”                   ”

#4. Communicate research 

Promote the field by highlighting researchers or 
research groups and showcasing their knowledge
about Swedish rural areas and regions. 

Twitter + Blogg + Webinars + Research Briefs



Communication channels

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

Resource page
https://www.slu.se/institutioner/stad-
land/samverkan/uppdrag-landsbygd/

Blog
http://blogg.slu.se/kunskapscentrum-for-landsbygder/

Research Briefs

https://www.slu.se/institutioner/stad-land/samverkan/uppdrag-landsbygd/
http://blogg.slu.se/kunskapscentrum-for-landsbygder/


Results from 
the researcher survey



UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#0

The aim was to reach out to individual researchers based in Swedish research organisations and collect 

their own experiences and perspectives of working in the field of rural and regional research.

Sent by email to 244 scholars -> a priori ’unknown’ population

Completed responses: 156 (varies depending on the question…)

Procedure

1. Build a database by screening research organisation homepages

2. Create a survey template using the online survey service Netigate

3. Send off the survey via email

4. Snowballing for more participants
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Question 

number



Rural
20%

Other
35%

Regional
19%

Do you identify yourself as
a rural and/or regional researcher?

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#1

N=156

10%

3%

8%

43%, respectively 37%, of respondents are 
fully or partially engaging in rural, respective 
regional, research.

35% chose to identify themselves using 
another terminology, including civil society, 
natural resource management, environment, 
landscape, demography or 
entrepreneurship. 

5%
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UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#2

N=156

Academic position
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UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#3

N=152
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UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#6

N=121
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How is rural and regional development integrated in 
your university cursus?



UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#7

N=151
Ethnology, forestry 
sciences and health 
care are other 
disciplines that were 
mentioned. 

A mapping of rural and regional research in Sweden

The field engages a broad spectrum of disciplines



What research methods are most commonly used?

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#8

N=151
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Rural research.   Regional research.   Other.



UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#9

N=151
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Rural research.   Regional research.   Other.

civil society gender farmingintegration

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand A mapping of rural and regional research in 

Sweden



Rural research.   Regional research.   Other.

demography business dvt competitiveness
urban
-rural

Labour 
market
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Rural research.   Regional research.   Other.

bioeconomy

energy and 
climate 

resilience

natural 
resource 

management
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Planning for services and welfare is considered the most 
pressing issue for Swedish localities and regions

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#10

N=151

Number of mentions
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How much time do researchers actually spend doing 
research?!?

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#11

N=151
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UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#12

What are the places most 
commonly investigated? 

Size proportional to frequency of mentions
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6 out of 10 cooperated with other domestic researchers 
outside of their own institution 
over the last 3 years

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#13

60%

N=149
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Cooperation between 
institutions often 
starts with collaboration 
between individual
researchers. 

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#13

Diagram done using Circos tableviewer

http://mkweb.bcgsc.ca/tableviewer/

A mapping of rural and regional research in Sweden

http://mkweb.bcgsc.ca/tableviewer/


53% of researchers collaborated 
with scholars based in another country 
over the last 3 years

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#14
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UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#14

http://sankeymatic.com/

A mapping of rural and regional research in Sweden

http://sankeymatic.com/


Rural research.   Regional research.   Other.

domestic cooperation international cooperation

No Yes No Yes
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Creating arenas of exchange and providing financial support 
are key to facilitate future cooperations in the field

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#15

N=150
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Number of 

mentions



Who finances Swedish rural and regional research?

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#16

N=150
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To what extent do you cooperate with societal actors? 

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#17

N=149To the fullestNot at all
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What form does such a cooperation usually take?

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#19

N=149
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Scholars commonly use between 5 and 25% of 
their time for societal outreach activities.

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#20

N=149
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Scholars engage in societal outreach in multiple ways, both 
orally or in written form.

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#21

N=149
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!" challenges for the field

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#22

# Funding

$ Lack of societal interest (”the urban norm”)

% Research field lacks merit or tradition

& Arenas of exchange and collaboration are missing

' Challenges regarding research implementation 

( Anchoring and application in local practices is limited

" Politicisation and policy-driven research agenda 
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Perennial partnerships, a knowledge bank and 
long-term funding are initiatives that may 
improve the field’s societal added-value

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

#23
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My main takeaways

• Fine line between rural and regional research and thematic research applied 
to localities and regions
– ‘peripheral’ place in both education and research

• Differences in how ‘non-urban’ places are approached
– Rural -> focus on societal change
– Regional -> focus on economic development
– Thematic -> focus on environmental impacts

• Rural vs regional research: Qualitative vs quantitative? processes vs trends?

• An open field
– Few professorships dedicated to rural/regional development in Sweden, 
– from academic specialties to multidisciplinary themes: what place for territorial research?
– Limited domestic interest on rural/regional issues spurs international cooperation
– Rural research is performed is close interaction with stakeholders
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Q&A
Please write ‘Q’ in the chat section and I will 

pass the word to participants in turn.

Don’t be like me, be concise!



Breakout room discussions

For those who want to stay longer!

Groups of 5-6 participants randomly assigned to a VR

1. Does this exercise resonate with Your own 
understanding of working in our field? What do 
You feel is missing? What should be emphasized?

2. What practical next steps do You think are to 
address the ‘Top 7’ challenges? And who should 
take the initiative?
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Thank you for your participation!
Let’s stay in touch!

Want to write in our blog?

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se @SLU_UppdragLand

Contact person: 
Alexandre Dubois
alexandre.dubois@slu.se


