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T The Division of Rural Development Tuesday 26 May 2020

13:00 to 14:30 on Zoom
Register at
https://slu-se.zoom.us/j/66402025613

A Mapping of Rural and
Regional Research
in Sweden

Presentation and discussions will be held in English

Up 5_>ga_gl.andsbygd@slu.se ‘W @SLU_Uppdragland



e
A Mapping of Rural and Regional

Research in Sweden

13.00 — 13.05 : Waiting for everyone to join...

13.05 — 13.10 : A brief introduction to the governmental assignment
13.10 — 13.50 : Presentation of the survey results

13.50 — 14.00 : Burning Questions

14.00 — 14.15 : Breakout room discussions

14.15 — 14.30 : Next steps

Disclaimer: the seminar will be recorded and made available as a resource at

https://www.slu.se/institutioner/stad-land/samverkan/uppdrag-landsbygd/



https://www.slu.se/institutioner/stad-land/samverkan/uppdrag-landsbygd/
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Mission statement

To strengthen research on ruralities through
improved coordination and cooperation among
actors conducting research in rural and regional

development.

Government bulletin 12/9
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#1. Identify the field #2. Outreach to stakeholders
An open and multidisciplinary field Rural development is an issue that affects the whole|
Who are these researchers? lsociety.
What themes/geographies do they investigate? How can societal actors get better access to this
Who do they collaborate with other actoras? research?
Researcher database + online survey Dialogue with policymakers and stakeholders at
Analysis and visualisation of results national/regional/local levels
#3. Support new cooperations #4. Communicate research

Seed money to engage researchers from different

disciplies and organisations during 2020/21 Promote the field by highlighting researchers or
Research network: up to 120 tSEK research groups and showcasing their knowledge
Research conference: up to 200 tSEK labout Swedish rural areas and regions.

1st call in Feb -> 5 out of 9 proposals financed

2nd call in April : 5 outof 6. ” " Twitter + Blogg + Webinars + Research Briefs
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Communication channels

Resource page

https://www.slu.se/institutioner/stad-

land/samverkan/uppdrag-landsbyqd/

Blog

http://blogg.slu.se/kunskapscentrum-for-landsbygder/

Research Briefs

Sveriges lant

uksuniversitet

Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences

- Utbildning

blogg.slu.se/kunska

Forskning ~ Mifjanalys

Om

| STUDE 88
Samverkan SW

Son series
ont research

tin Swe

Territorial Innovation

BY: Alexandre Dubois, Researcher at Division of Rural Development

Since the late 1990s, the literature on
regional Y in has
been one of the more abundant and lively
on the inter scene, ially due to
the work undertaken at the CIRCLE
laboratory at Lund University (Asheim &
Isaksen 2002, Asheim et al. 2011). Although
most of these studies tend to focus on high-

INNOVATION IN THE BIOECONOMY

In their quaitative study, Karlsson et al. (2017)
investigate four Swedish farms producing biogas
from organic waste. Despite thexr potential, biogas
plants in Sweden have not been profitable ventures
yet. Karisson et &. (2017) propose 10 use business
model innovation (BMI) in strategies for arranging,
producing, and marketing farm-produced biogas.
BMI appears 1o be especially beneficial for creating

public-private networks with the aim to invest in farm-

based biogas production. These investments
stimulate rural development and provide new
business opporunities and market outiets for SMEs
in the agricultural sector. The study found that the
network of public and private actors in farm-
produced biogas production places a high value on
environmental sustainability as well as on other
sodal benefits because of the reduction on fossil
fuels for energy

Biorefinenies have been in the spotliight as a possible
regional development strategy for the

p n of smart specialisation in rural,
biomass-rich regions. Looking at the case of
Processum in Ornskéidsvik, Dubois and Kristensen
(2018) show the increasing integration of scientific

tech industrial clusters in larger city-
regions. Focus on rural innovation has been
rarer. In this Research Brief, we review
some of the more recent studies that
propose a fresh outlook on the innovation
processes that take place in varied rural and
regional settings.

knowledge production capabilities on the site of the
cluster, whereas earlior stages focused essentially
on industrial applcations of knowledge developed
elsewhere. The biorefinery in Ornskoldsvik has had a
long-ranging effect on local development and
dynamic synergy creation, based on biorefinery
outputs such as heat

Ten years of cluster
cooperation within the
framework “The Biorefinery of
the Future” has resulted in: 61
new products, services, or
processes; 58 prototypes; more
than 100 approved patents; 10
new companies and about 30
business expansion

or

A main takeaway from the Processum case is the
progressive transformation of the cluster into a more
complex spanning from bulk ¢
production, 10 industrial and manufacturing process
design 1o scientific and operational knowledge co-

production and dffusion

Hiir samlar vi dven andra kunskaper som kan vara intressanta for alla som jobbar med
landsbygd: ier som drivs av andra aktrer, osv.

kling; aktuell event,

1 A,

landsbygd

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se [ @SLU_Uppdragland

s —
dagar sedan
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Results from
the researcher survey
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The aim was to reach out to individual researchers based in Swedish research organisations and collect

their own experiences and perspectives of working in the field of rural and regional research.
Sent by email to 244 scholars -> a priori 'unknown’ population

Completed responses: 156 (varies depending on the question...)

Procedure

1. Build a database by screening research organisation homepages
2. Create a survey template using the online survey service Netigate
3. Send off the survey via email

4. Snowballing for more participants

UppdragLandsbygd@s|u.se u@SLU_UppdragLand A mapping of rural and regional research in
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Do you identify yourself as

a rural and/or regional researcher?

43%, respectively 37%, of respondents are
fully or partially engaging in rural, respective
regional, research.

35% chose to identify themselves using
another terminology, including civil society,
natural resource management, environment,
landscape, demography or

entrepreneurship.

Uppdraghandsbygd@s|u.se u @SLU_Uppdragland A mapping of rural and regional research in -\ [ 88
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Academic position

Research fellow in public
organisation or agency
3%

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se ] @SLU_Uppdragland

PhD student

7% Professor

Adjunct
31%

3%

Postdoc
2%

Researcher

21%

Lecturer
25%

A mapping of rural and regional research in

N=156

#2
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SVERIGES LANTBRUKSUNIVERSITET/SLU
UMEA UNIVERSITET

KARLSTADS UNIVERSITET

UPPSALA UNIVERSITET

STOCKHOLMS UNIVERSITET
STIFTELSEN HOGSKOLAN | JONKOPING
LULEA TEKNISKA UNIVERSITET

LUND UNIVERSITET

RISE

NORDREGIO

LINKOPINGS UNIVERSITET

KUNGL. TEKNISKA HOGSKOLAN
SODERTORNS HOGSKOLA
MITTUNIVERSITETET

GOTEBORGS UNIVERSITET

OREBRO UNIVERSITET

MALMO UNIVERSITET

HOGSKOLAN | HALMSTAD
HOGSKOLAN DALARNA

STOCKHOLM ENVIRONMENT INSTITUTE - SEI
LINNEUNIVERSITETET

HOGSKOLAN VAST

HOGSKOLAN KRISTIANSTAD
HOGSKOLAN | BORAS
HANDELSHOGSKOLAN | STOCKHOLM
CHALMERS TEKNISKA HOGSKOLA

Uppdraghandsbygd@s|u.se

NN N BN

NN NN

Number of respondents
21
12
10 15 20 25

] @SLU_UppdragLand

N=152

30 35 40 45 50

A mapping of rural and regional research in
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How is rural and regional development integrated in

your university-cursus?

40,00%
35,00%
30,00%
25,00%
20,00%
15,00%
10,00%

5,00%

0,00%
Educational program on Occasional courses Occasional moments Educational program on Occasional courses Occasional moments Other, specify
rural development addressing rural addressing rural regional development addressing regional addressing regional
development development in other development development in other
courses courses

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se [J@SLU_Uppdragland A mapping of rural and regional research in
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The field engages a broad spectrum of disciplines

Economy and business
development
17%

Other, specify
24%

Educational sciences
1%

Ethnology, forestry
sciences and health Landscape architecture and
planning

care are other 3%
disciplines that were

Sociology
4%

Spatial planning

mentioned. 3%

Environmental and
sustainability sciences
8%

Political sciences
11%

Agronomy and agricultural

sciences Social and economic geography

25%

Media and communication
sciences
1%

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se [ @SLU_Uppdragland A mapping of rural and regional research in
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What research methods are most commonly used?

nterviews [ V=151

Case studies
Focus groups

Surveys

0% Rural research. Regional research. Other.f

|

Mixed-methods

Statistical modelling (e.g. regressions, cluster

analysis)
Participatory research methods
50%
Register-based analysis
Action research &%
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URBAN-RURAL RELATIONSHIPS
ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

INNOVATION

DEMOGRAPHY AND MIGRATION

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT IN SPARSELY POPULATED AREAS
THE ROLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY

OTHER, SPECIFY

INTEGRATION

GOVERNANCE

EMPLOYMENT AND LABOUR MARKET
AGRICULTURAL RESTRUCTURING

ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION
BIOECONOMY

TOURISM

GENDER STUDIES

LIFE QUALITY AND HEALTH CARE

FOOD SYSTEMS

COMPETITIVENESS

ACCESS TO SERVICES OF GENERAL INTEREST
CIRCULAR ECONOMY

DIGITALISATION

CRISIS MANAGEMENT

|
0,00% 10,00% 20,00% 30,00% 40,00% 50,00% 60,00%
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civil society gender integration farming
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Rural research. Regional research. Other.
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urban  Labour
demography business dvt competitiveness -rural  market
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Rural research. Regional research. Other.
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SLU energy and natural
climate resource
bioeconomy resilience management
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Rural research. Regional research. Other.
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Planning for services and welfare is considered the most

pressing issue for Swedish localities and regions

SPATIAL JUSTICE BETWEEN URBAN AND RURAL AREAS
INEQUALITIES AND GENDER IMBALANCES

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP
CLIMATE ADAPTATION

SKILL AND COMPETENCE DEVELOPMENT
DEMOGRAPHY

FAIR ACCESS TO NATURAL RESOURCES

INFRASTRUCTURE

OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES OF DIGITALISATION ‘

0 5 10 15 2 2 2 35 Number of mentions

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se [ @SLU_Uppdragland A mapping of rural and regional research in
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How much time do researchers actually spend doing

research?!?

iiil ili miﬂii mﬂi

0-4% 5-9% 10-14% 15-19% 20-24% 25-29% 30 - 34% 35 - 39% 40 - 44% 45 - 49% 50 - 54% 55 - 59% 60 - 64% 65 - 69% 70 - 74% 75 - 79% 80 - 84% 85-89% 90-94%  95-
100%

N=151

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se [ @SLU_Uppdragland A mapping of rural and regional research in
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What are the places most

commonly investigated?

Size proportional to frequency of mentions

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se [ @SLU_Uppdragland
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#13

6 out of 10 cooperated with other domestic researchers
outside of their own institution

over the last 3 years

N=149

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se [ @SLU_Uppdragland

ErstaSkondalBrackeHogskola
Riksantikvarieimbetet H QgS 1\ O l ani D {11{11 Ne

Karolinskalnstitutet

LuleaTekniskaUniversitet
MittUniversitetet SEI
KTH LuleaUniversitet SodertérnsHogskola
PolisHGgskolan

nkopingsUniversitet l 'l '

Konstfack SKogforsk HLK [IBS
ForvaltnmgsHogSkolanGU BTH Rlse

MalmoHogskol LanstyrelseniSkane
Chalmers
Regionskine l l M l | LundsUniversitet

Jordbruksverket Nordreglo S U

JonkopingUniversity

MittHogskolan

HalmstadHogskola

MilardalensHogskola
HogskolaniSkévde HogskolaniHalmstad
LundsUniverstitet | innéUniversitetet
HogskolaniGavle
OrebroUniversitet
LundsTekniskaHogskola

A mapping of rural and regional research in
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53% of researchers collaborated

with scholars based in another country
over the last 3 years

Uppdraghandsbygd@s|u.se u @SLU_Uppdragland A mapping of rural and regional research in -\ 88
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http://sankeymatic.com/

UppdragLandsbygd@s|u.se

| sLu:4s

EiEs—

Lund: 11

= Karlstad: 8
KTH: 7
=Luled: 6
Uppsala: 5
Mitt uni: 4
—Gothenburg: 3
—Linképing: 3
Nordregio: 3
Sddertorn: 2
—Joénkdping: 2
Dalarna: 2
Orebro: 2
—RISE: 2

Halsinglands: 2
Stockholm: 2

] @SLU_UppdragLand

Norway: 24

Finland: 20

: ‘, - - UK: 15
Pan-European:
Danemark:

Australia:
Canada:
Germany:
Iceland:
USA:
Eastern Neighbourhood:
The Netherlands:
Spain:
Austria:
Baltics:

Italy:
Hungary:
Poland:
South Africa:
Japan:
Slovenia:
Greece:
Ireland:
France:
Ethiopia:
China:

Uganda:
Zambia:

A mapping of rural and regional research in
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domestic cooperation international cooperation

100% 100%
80% 80%

60%

40% 40%
20 I 20 I I
0% 0%
No Yes No Yes

Rural research. Regional research. Other.

60%

xR
£

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se [ @SLU_Uppdragland A mapping of rural and regional research in Sweden
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Creating arenas of exchange and providing financial support

are key to facilitate future cooperations in the field

MEETING PLACES FOR SCHOLARS
FUNDING FOR COOPERATION AND NETWORKING
TARGETED RESEARCH FUNDING
FUNDING FOR PROJECT APPLICATION WRITING
LONG-TERM RESEARCH FUNDING
MORE RESEARCH FUNDING
MORE STREAMLINED APPLICATION PROCEDURES
VIRTUAL MEETING PLACES FOR SCHOLARS
TIME Number of
COLLABORATION ON PUBLISHING mentions
FUNDING FOR JOINT COOPERATION PROJECTS

BROADER CALLS FOR APPLICATION

|

0 5 10 15 20 25

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se [ @SLU_Uppdragland A mapping of rural and regional research in
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Who finances Swedish rural and regional research?

FORMAS 40,67%
EUROPEAN PROGRAMS (E.G. H2020, ESPON, INTERREG) 31,33%
INTERNAL FUNDNG FROM MY FACULTY 28,67%
NATIONAL AGENCIES (E.G. TILLVAXVERKET, MSB, NATURVARDVERKET) 28,67%
OTHER PROGRAMS OR FINANCIERS, SPECIFY 24,67%

REGIONAL OR MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES 24,67%

PRIVATE FINANCIERS AND FOUNDATIONS (E.G. KAMPRAD,

WALLENBERG) il

VINNOVA 16,67%
VETENSKAPSRADET 16,67%
RESEARCH PROGRAM AT MY INSTITUTION 10,00%

FORTE 8,67%
i
MISTRA 7,33%

|
RIKSBANKENS JUBILEUMSFOND 6,00%
[

0,00% 5,00% 10,00% 15,00% 20,00% 25,00% 30,00% 35,00% 40,00% 45,00%

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se [ @SLU_Uppdragland A mapping of rural and regional research in
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To what extent do you cooperate with societal actors?

Not at all > To the fullest

Uppdraghandsbygd@s|u.se u @SLU_Uppdragland A mapping of rural and regional research in




N #19

SLU
What form does such a cooperation usually take?

JOINT PARTICIPATION IN RESEARCH PROJECTS

COMMISSIONING OF STUDIES AND REPORTS

N=149

PARTICIPATION IN ADVISORY COUNCILS OR REFERENCE GROUPS

LONGITUDINAL EVALUATION AND RESEARCH

OTHER, SPECIFY

NATIONAL, REGIONAL OR LOCAL PARTNERSHIPS }

!

0,00% 10,00% 20,00% 30,00% 40,00% 50,00% 60,00%

UppdragLandsbygd@s|u.se u @SLU_UppdraglLand A mapping of rural and regional research in
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g{%S(holars commonly use between 5 and 25% of

their time for societal outreach activities.

0-4% 5-9% 10-14% 15-19% 20-24% 25-29% 30-34% 35-39% 40-44% 45-49% 50 - 54% 55 -59% 60 -64% 65-69% 70-74% 75-79% 80-84% 85-89% 90-94% 95-
100%

N=149

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se [ @SLU_Uppdragland A mapping of rural and regional research in
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Scholars engage in societal outreach in multiple ways, both

(] (]
orally or in written form.
PRESENTATION OR LECTURE
POPULAR SCIENTIFIC TEXT N= 149
RADIO SHOW OR PODCAST
DEBATE ARTICLE IN THE PRESS
OTHER, SPECIFY

BLOG POST OR DEBATE ARTICLE IN SOCIAL MEDIA

- | |

0,00% 10,00% 20,00% 30,00% 40,00% 50,00% 60,00% 70,00% 80,00% 90,00%  100,00%
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1. challenges for the field

& Funding

Lack of societal interest (“the urban norm”)

&) Research field lacks merit or tradition

Arenas of exchange and collaboration are missing

&) Challenges regarding research implementation

& Anchoring and application in local practices is limited

Politicisation and policy-driven research agenda

UppdragLandsbygd@s|u.se u@SLU_UppdragLand A mapping of rural and regional research in
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;{%Perennial partnerships, a knowledge bank and
long-term funding are initiatives that may
improve the field’s societal added-value

PERENNIAL AND FORMALIZED PARTNERSHIPS WITH SOCIETAL ACTORS
JOINT KNOWLEDGE BANK AND DISSEMINATION

LONG-TERM FINANCING

PROMOTING TRANSDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH, COLLABORATION AND
EDUCATION

MEETING PLACES FOR MULTI-ACTOR COOPERATION

CREATING CENTRES AND RESEARCH NETWORKS WITH RESOURCES

DEVELOPING EFFICIENT CHANNELS FOR POLICYMAKERS TO ACCESS
EXISTING RESEARCH

PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH - RURAL ACTORS MAY INFLUENCE THE
RESEARCH OBJECTIVES, ANALYSIS AND LEARNING PROCESSES

TARGETED RESEARCH FUNDING

ENHANCED MERIT FOR SOCIETAL OUTREACH

0 5 10 15 20 25
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My main takeaways

« Fine line between rural and regional research and thematic research applied

to localities and regions
— ‘peripheral’ place in both education and research

« Differences in how ‘non-urban’ places are approached

— Rural -> focus on societal change
— Regional -> focus on economic development
— Thematic -> focus on environmental impacts

« Rural vs regional research: Qualitative vs quantitative? processes vs trends?

« An open field
— Few professorships dedicated to rural/regional development in Sweden,
— from academic specialties to multidisciplinary themes: what place for territorial research?

— Limited domestic interest on rural/regional issues spurs international cooperation
— Rural research is performed is close interaction with stakeholders

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se | 4@SLU_UppdraglLand A mapping of rural and regional research in Sweden
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Q&A

Please write ‘Q’in the chat section and | will
pass the word to participants in turn.

Don’t be like me, be concise!
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Breakout room discussions

For those who want to stay longer!

Groups of 5-6 participants randomly assigned to a VR

1. Does this exercise resonate with Your own
understanding of working in our field? What do
You feel is missing? What should be emphasized?

2. What practical next steps do You think are to
address the ‘Top 7’ challenges? And who should
take the initiative?

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se [ @SLU_Uppdragland A mapping of rural and regional research in Sweden
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Thank you for your participation!
Let’s stay in touch!

Want to write in our blog?

Contact person:
Alexandre Dubois
alexandre.dubois@slu.se

UppdragLandsbygd@slu.se [ @SLU_Uppdragland
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