


Food&Cities: Network Meeting

SLU Urban Futures & SLU Future Food

Purpose for today: 

To meet other researchers at SLU working 
with areas connecting to Food&Cities

To be inspired & share ideas for 
collaboration within this emerging area



What is Food&Cities

Collaboration between SLU Urban 
Futures & SLU Future Food, which 
aims to:

• create new encounters between 
different disciplines and sectors.

• Communicate existing and 
emerging research, education and 
collaboration 

• Identify knowledge gaps and cross-
disciplinary research questions and 
investigates how a long-term 
thematic focus 
on food and cities could be 
established at SLU.

We have a webpage! Food&Cities

https://www.slu.se/en/Collaborative-Centres-and-Projects/futurefood/research/temasidor-ny/food-and-cities/research-initiatives/


Rosario Garcia Gil
Associate professor at Umeå Plant Science Centre, Researcher at 
the Department of Forest Genetics and Plant Physiology, SLU. 

Research interests: 
• Forest tree species breeding for volume and wood quantity

• Breeding tree species to suit city environment (vertical and 
horizontal) 

Collaboration projects: 
• Apple breeding in northern latitudes (with Boreal Orchard AB & 

Brännland Cider)

Innovation: 
• Developed a system for vertical plant cultivation, both food and 

non-food)

• Received funding from Vinnova to cultivate food in Nordic cities 
using vertical farming. Has started a company with a focus on 
vertical gardens for city sustainability (www.vertisa.se).

http://www.vertisa.se/


Vertisa
Vertisà is a company that has 
developed a low-tech. module for 
vertical cultivation, which has an 
integrated watering system. This is 
beneficial in an number of ways: 

• Saves water use 

• Has lower installation costs

• Low maintenance costs

The research done by the Vertisa
team has been included in IVA’s 100 
list 2021, listing research projects 
focusing on sustainable emergency 
preparedness with potential to create 
value through innovation! Images from Verista webpage

https://www.vertisa.se/
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